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The policy on Grade R 
becoming a formal year of 
schooling for all children 
in SA is a strategy that 

has many challenges. There are a 
lot of reports in the media on this 
at the moment. Ensure that you 
follow our BrainBoosters Facebook 
page to be made aware of these 
articles.

BrainBoosters has developed a 
new program called Catch-Up to 
address some of these challenges. 
Children who do not go to an early 
learning centre or where parents 
do not engage with their children 
through play are arriving in Grade R 
without the necessary foundations 
needed for the formal curriculum. 

During the first half of 2014 we 
have engaged in research in 5 
schools with Sanduka and now 
are ready to share both the pro-
gram and the results with schools 
around South Africa. We are 
hosting marketing events to share 
these results and show schools 
keen to embrace the program. 
Please go to the EVENTS section 
of our website to register to join 
us at one of these events.

Currently we feature last in the 
world out of 148 countries on 
maths and literacy. We cannot 
accept this and need to challenge 
and change the methods used to 
give all our children an opportuni-
ty at a better future.

Look forward to meeting you 
at one of the events.

Catch-Up Programme 
A Programme that can accelerate the learning process

RESEARCH PROJECT 2
CATCH-UP RESEARCH PROGRAMME

FOR GRADE R & GRADE 1:
POST-ASSESSMENT RESULTS

NOW Available 
to read on-line

Research showed an improvement from 29% to 73% 
in the children on the Catch-Up Programme

http://goo.gl/lSMbGQ
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Company Volunteer ECD Parenting Programme

September 2014

COMPANY VOLUNTEER 
ECD 

PARENTING PROGRAMME
One hour

Equip parents at a school on how to interact with their 
children, teaching them basic concepts through PLAY!

Contact us:
Lizanne van Wyk

                               011 471 0872                    
lizannev@brainboosters.co.za

www.brainboosters.co.za

PARENT PACK

R50 excl. VAT

per parent

Theme:
Colours

ON-LINE TRAINING 

Many companies in SA run volunteer programs with their employees. BrainBoosters is now offering a solution for these 
programs. We have 6 themed “Parent Packs” that can be shared and distributed to parents of children under 7. Each pack 
consists of 3 products and a page of ideas for the parent on how to use the products in a number of ways at home.
We have YouTube clips on the training required for the volunteers so that when they engage with parents and children in 
communities they will be equiped on the process to pass on the learning.

http://youtu.be/iAe8ziCGICQ
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Maternal, New-born Child Health Intervention

September 2014

We recently engaged with large 
international NGO’s such as PATH, 
World Vision and Khet’Impilo regard-
ing a possible partnership to engage 
with parents/caregivers of young 
children in a health facility. An initial 
‘Play-Space’ concept was explored, 
but was simplified to a typical health 
education and demonstration con-
cept. The proof of concept is currently 
been tested in Witkoppen Clinic in 
Fourways, with 2-3 other public health 
facilities to follow in September.

The main aim is to engage caregiv-
ers and their babies from 14 weeks 
when they visit the clinic for a formal 
Road-to-Health follow-up. We discuss 
brain cells (neuropath) development 
and the importance of this for future 
learning. We explain that although the 
child cannot speak yet, they do learn 

through their senses (eyes, ears, smell, 
taste and touch). We then demon-
strate how to do the colours flash 
cards; show it to the child and say the 
colour. This can be done with every 
nappy change, before/after baby is 
washed or fed. This process develops 
more brain paths that are required for 
language and other cognitive develop-
ment.

We aim to create a “baby envelope” 
that can be bought or sponsored for 
the parent/caregiver. There are about 
10 health visits in the first 24 months 
and we hope to provide 10 themes. 
There will also be a clinic demonstra-
tion pack.

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE DETAIL

SOCIAL MEDIA
BrainBoosters platforms with a ‘wealth’ of information

‘LIKE’ our facebook page

‘FOLLOW’ us on twitter

‘SUBCRIBE’ to our YouTube channel

click here

click here

click here

https://www.facebook.com/BrainBoostersFans
https://www.youtube.com/user/BrainBoostersSA
https://twitter.com/BrainBoosters2
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PLAY CORNER

SMART
TALK

IN THE NEWS

Just as repetitive play builds Neuro 
pathways – movement helps manage 
and maintain these pathways, keeping 
them in tip top shape and encouraging 
optimal learning.

FACTS - Each time a child moves, the 
movement is shaping and MOULDING 
their mind. Neural pathways need to 
be ‘oiled’ to maintain their maximum 
learning potential. This ‘oiling-process’ 
happens through diet and THROUGH 
repetitive MOVEMENT!
The process of ‘oiling’ a brain is called: 
“Myelinating”. That means the neural 
pathways are coated in “Myelin”. We 
want our brains to be well Myelinated.

WHAT TO DO:  
•	 Sing action songs and get moving

•	 Encourage crawling, climbing, run-
ning and playing

•	 Play ball games and do lots of out-
door activities

•	 Go swimming, jump on the trampo-
line, dance and move to music

How to myelinate:  

MOVE!!!  MOVE!!!
AND MOVE
        SOMEMORE!!!

Mooiplaas...a tale of Response, Resilience, Responsibility and Results

FROM THE FIELD

Team Creative is an ECD facility in the midst 
of a low-income community in Mooiplaas. 
It is headed by a community leader as the 
principal, with five semi-literate practitioners/ 
assistants and enrolls small children from age 
2 to 6.

This daycare was one of a group of centres 
in the area, due to be sponsored by a social 
enterprise organization with the BrainBoosters 
Play & Learn product to help their advance-
ment. The principal and his deputy attended 
one of our Information sessions, along with 
other teachers and principals from the centres 
due to be sponsored, except…
The programme was taking some time to reach 
the day cares, as the funder was sorting their 
admin and logistics and Team Creative could 
not wait that long.

They approached another sponsor and ac-
quired our programmes for themselves 2 Play 
& Learn programmes (1 for the 2-3 year olds 

and 1 for the 4-5 year olds, classes) plus a 
Catch-Up programme for their Grade R class 
(5-6 year olds)

The training of teachers could not be done in 
record time, as the area became inaccessible 
during rainy days. The center’s strength of 
character shone through: They conducted the 
Play & Learn activities on the bits and pieces 
of training that they received from time to 
time between ‘wet-times’

We sent them details of how to conduct 
assessments by email, and the teachers con-
ducted the assessments as well as expected 
– from just that.

We managed to complete their training in 
due course and visited their classes, to find 
learners making remarkable progress and 
enjoying every minute of it!

September 2014

Remember to limit TV watching, computer games and IPAD 

AND MOVE!

MOVEMENT IS MOULDING the MIND!
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Corporate
1. Eureka DIY Solutions - Gauteng2. FH Chamberlain Trading - Gauteng3. FH Bertling Logistics  - Gauteng4. Forum Homini - Gauteng

A child that shows respect leaves an impression

SOCIAL MEDIA

SMART
TALK

TEAM NEWS

Sales for Aug 2014

September 2014

Direct Sales

1. Lydia Venter – Pretoria
2. Renee Lighton – Cape Town
3. Lynne Newman – Fourways
4. Sylvi Bode – Pretoria
5. Meryl Bailey - Ferndale

Congrats!

Community

1. African Self Help Trust - Gauteng

2. The Genesis Trust - KZN

3. Rehoboth Children's Village - KZN

Total Sales for Aug ‘14 – R200,369

https://www.facebook.com/BrainBoostersFans

