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We live in a fast paced world where 
time is a major challenge for many 
parents. Science is also revealing some 
interesting facts about how a child 
learns words and what impact this can 
have on latter academic success.

Dr Hart and Dr Risley found a close 
correlation between the number of 
words a child’s parents had spoken to 
him by the time he was three and his 
academic success at the age of nine. 
At age three, children born into pro-
fessional families had heard almost 30 
million more words than those from 
a poorer background. (Taken from 
an article in The Economist February 
2014 called “In the beginning was the 
word”)

The key is words spoken directly to 
your child rather than those heard in 

the home or environment via televi-
sion and general conversation. 

At this stage technology does not yet 
have a “word counter” to measure 
the words you use in conversation 
with your children. This may help 
and incentivise the process but at 
the end of the day, parents need to 
understand the affect that time and 
conversation can have on changing 
their children’s lives.

All of the BrainBoosters programs 
have a focus on words, language, sto-
ries and a methodology to learn the 
key concepts of colour, shape and 
numbers. In our time constrained 
world, these tools can assist you.

We are also very excited to launch 
our Catch-Up Reading program that 

is showing some remarkable 
results in testing as a local primary 
school. Children with different 
home languages are grasping and 
reading easily due to the method-
ology we use.

The gift of a love of reading and a 
rich use of language needs to be a 
goal for all our children.
Parents and caregivers can make 
the difference.

Enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

Talking to your child 
Talking to and with your child matters

Talk to me, baby
From the moment babies are 
born (and even before) their 
language skills are developing. 
And there’s plenty you can do 
to help them along.
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How do we change the World?
 “One random act of kindness at a time”

Calling on all companies to make a difference and add some joy to a child’s life this Christmas. Equip parents at a 
school on how to interact with their children, teaching them basic concepts through PLAY!!

Karina Strydom presented BrainBoosters 
at the SAICE 21014 conference at the 
Manhattan Hotel in Pretoria on 23 Sep-
tember 2014.  Theme for the
conference:  “Rethinking teaching and 
learning in the 21st century”
BrainBoosters presented the following 
abstract:  Putting science into action 
for ECD (children under four) in South 
Africa.

SAICE Conference 2014
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RESPECT cannot be learned or acquired - it can only be earned.
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Over the past few months BrainBoosters 
Catch-Up Maths for Grade R and Grade 1, 
has been proving daily to be a unique and 
innovative method of teaching the essen-
tial concepts for all future learning. 

The 5 schools, selected to be part of the 
Research Project by BrainBoosters in as-
sociation with Shanduka Group, have suc-
cessfully completed the 12 week program.

The Research Project is a stepping stone 
to empowering young ones and their ed-
ucators to be more responsive to pioneer-
ing ways of teaching and learning.  When 
a facilitator is in the milieu of a child it is 
imperative that one seeks to make mean-
ing that will enrich the Catch –Up program 
and equip the child to a world of possi-
bilities, opportunities and unlock their 
potential. In saying so, the BB children 

have shown a different attitude, namely 
an eagerness to learn, smiles on their 
faces, quality morals built and a brilliant 
building block for their education. It also 
leaves one with a responsibility of feed-
ing a child’s mind with positive quality 
information. The journey is a beginning 
to digging and polishing the potential of 
the African child.    

BLOOMING WITH RESPECT

please

be nice
thank

you no 
thank you

share

take
turns

excuse
me

good
day

follow
rules

respect
others
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MUSIC exploration is a MUST for moulding young minds
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All children have some kind of “music” ‘in 
them’ – they all have a ‘song to sing’, this 
does NOT necessarily mean they have 
a musical talent or gifting, but instead a 
strong natural tendency towards making 
and moving to sounds and music.

FACTS - music forms an essential part 
of ALL learning – children NEED music to 
do maths, spelling, reading, music poetry, 
creative writing, and for art.

HOW TO - make music at home: 
Home-made shakers: - fill plastic contain-
ers/bottles with seeds /rice/ stones/ pasta/ 
gravel. Close and seal the lids and SHAKE!

WHAT TO DO:  
•  Body percussion: - clapping             
hands, tapping feet, clicking fingers, 
vibrating your lips, humming, wiggling 
your tongue.

•  Object percussion: - tapping spoons 
together, banging on pots and pans, 
clanging lids, tapping plastic bottles 
against each other, tapping objects on 
tables and chairs, floors and doors.

•  Singing all kinds of songs, with and 
without CDs and instruments.

•  Encourage dancing and movement to 
music.

•  Listen to a variety of music and talk 
about how it makes you feel.

GIVE A CHILD A FAMILY is making a difference

FROM THE FIELD

Education is a basic right of a child and the importance does not require any further 
motivation, however over the past 3 – 4 years, much focus has been placed on early 
development and learning. 

As part of the National Development Plan, the ECD Diagnostic review was done; it 
states that only 22% of children 0-5 ½ years old receives any ECD Services before 
they enter formal schooling (Grd R or 1) – this translates into 4million children not 
receiving adequate stimulation in preparation for formal schooling. 

Thanks to the wonderful support of Idwala Carbonates, GCF has selected over 20 
Rural ECD Sites in the Ugu district to receive Play & Learn Packs, training and on 
going site support and mentorship. 

GCF received their first shipment of the Play & Learn Packs (see photos), and look 
forward to the first training session with their rural ECD sites. 

“These 6 themes, Colour, Shape, Numbers, My Body, Food and Animals, help stim-
ulate and builds vital building blocks in young minds. Together, we will build the 
minds of the young into leaders of tomorrow.”

 To learn more about GCF, visit their website: www.gcf.org.za

October 2014

By engouraging music in your home - you will be making a 
big difference to your child’s academic future
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Corporate
1. Eureka DIY Solutions – Gauteng2. FH Chamberlain Trading – Gauteng

3. FH Bertling Logistics  - Gauteng4. Tshikululu Social Investments – Gauteng

SA needs a drastic intervention plan to improve reading
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Sales for Sept 2014

October 2014
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Watch this 3 year old girl recognising 10 colour words

Total Sales for Sept ‘14 – R395,439

Community

1. Give a Child a Family - KZN

2. Adopt-a-School Foundation - Gauteng

3. Project Literacy – Gauteng

4. Rehoboth Children's Village – KZN

Direct Sales

1. Khaya Mayekiso - Pretoria
2. Esther Shaw – Brackenfell
3. Myrlin Kyle - Margate
4. Lynne Newman - Fourways
5. Kerren Reis – Randpark Ridge

Congrats!

https://www.facebook.com/BrainBoostersFans
http://youtu.be/zYuaoOS67W4

